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Summary. Epilepsy has been known since ancient times and has been explained by various myths and be-
liefs. For centuries, people believed that it has a divine, supernatural origin and called it �morbus sacer� � the 
sacred illness. Today, epilepsy is of high medical and social signi  cance, due to its widespread occurrence and 
because it predominantly affects people of young age, having serious consequences not only for the individual 
and his/her family, but also for the society. The article discusses psychic aspects of the disease and related main 
socio-medical problems.
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