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Summary: As a result of scienti  c and technological achievements of medicine, more premature and 
immature children survive. Immaturity of organs and systems of infants puts them at risk of retinopathy of 
prematurity (RP) and other diseases. Retinopathy of prematurity is a leading cause of preventable childhood 
blindness. Prevention of this disease includes maternal monitoring and care during pregnancy for reducing 
the rate of preterm births, as well as adequate neonatal care and timely ophthalmologic consultations and risk 
monitoring. During the continuous observation and monitoring of premature children, complex bioethical issues 
arise between the children's families and medical professionals that must be resolved on the basis of modern 
ophthalmology and bioethics. A prerequisite for good professional practice after medical students� graduation is 
the training, providing the students with the required volume of theoretical knowledge and practical skills for the 
care of pregnant women and newborns at risk for PH, as well as knowledge and skills for training the parents 
and their adaptation to the proper treatment, care and raising of children with visual problems. Objective: 
The purpose of this article is to explore contemporary literature sources on the problems of retinopathy of 
prematurity in clinical, ethical, and social aspects and to help medical professionals, lecturers and students in 
the specialties of Nursing and Midwifery in the daily professional activity and in the educational process.

Key words: retinopathy of prematurity, bioethics, training
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